
In this pocket guide, you will find a complete outline 
 of the laws regarding both the rights and 

responsibilities or both bicyclists and motorists.  
Be sure to keep a copy of the law WITH YOU!  

To use: Fold down middle line.  
With law text facing toward you, fold 3 times from left.  

To learn more about bicycle safety, advocacy 
and education, become a member of  

Bike Walk Mississippi at:  
www.bikewalkmississippi.org 

Mississippi 
Bicycle Law
Pocket Guide 

(3) This section does not apply to vehicles engaged 
in providing public services, including, but not limited 
to, fire engines, police vehicles, ambulances, public 
utility vehicles, waste management trucks and tow 
trucks. 
SECTION 4. (1) Every bicyclist operating a bicycle 
upon a roadway less than the normal speed of traffic 
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand 
curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the 
following conditions: (a) When it is unsafe to do so; 
(b) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction; (c) When 
preparing for or making a left turn at an intersection 
or into a private road or driveway; (d) When 
proceeding straight in a place where right turns are 
permitted; and (e) When necessary to avoid 
hazardous conditions, including, but not limited to, 
fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, 
pedestrians, animals, surface hazards or a lane of 
substandard width that makes it unsafe to continue 
along the right portion of the way. For purposes of 
this paragraph, "lane of substandard width" means a 
lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a vehicle to 
travel safely side by side in the lane.
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SECTION 1. Sections 1 through 7 of this act 
shall be known and may cited as the "John Paul 
Frerer Bicycle Safety Act." 
SECTION 2. (1) Sections 1 through 7 of this act 
apply to bicycles whenever they are operated 
upon any roadway or highway, or upon any path 
set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. (2) A 
person riding a bicycle upon a roadway has all 
of the rights and is subject to all of the duties 
applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except as 
may be otherwise provided in Sections 1 
through 7 of this act. 
SECTION 3. (1) For purposes of this section, 
"bicycle lane" means a portion of the roadway or 
a lane separated from the roadway that has 
been designated by striping, pavement markings 
and signage for the preferential or exclusive use 
of bicyclists. (2) Whenever a bicycle lane has 
been provided adjacent to a roadway, the 
operator of a motor vehicle may not block the 
bicycle lane to oncoming bicycle traffic and shall 
yield to a bicyclist in the bicycle lane before 
entering or crossing the lane. 

All proceeds from your purchase  
of a “Share the Road” license plate 

go toward the effort to increase 
bicycle safety in Mississippi!

(2) When operating a bicycle upon a roadway, 
a bicyclist must exercise due care when 
passing or overtaking a vehicle that is standing 
or proceeding in the same direction. (3) 
Bicyclists riding bicycles upon a roadway shall 
not ride more than two (2) abreast, except on 
paths or parts of roadways set aside for 
exclusive use of bicycles. 
SECTION 5. (1) While passing a bicyclist on a 
roadway, a motorist shall leave a safe distance 
of not less than three (3) feet between his 
vehicle and the bicyclist and shall maintain 
such clearance until safely past the bicycle. (2) 
A motor vehicle operator may pass a bicycle 
traveling in the same direction in a nonpassing 
zone with the duty to execute the pass only 
when it is safe to do so. (3) The operator of a 
vehicle that passes a bicyclist proceeding in 
the same direction may not make a right turn 
at any intersection or into any highway or 
driveway unless the turn can be made with 
reasonable safety. 

SECTION 6. (1) A bicyclist shall indicate a right 
turn by extending the left arm upward, by raising 
the left arm to the square, or by extending the 
right arm horizontally to the right. (2) A bicyclist 
shall indicate a left turn by extending the left arm 
horizontally. (3) A bicyclist shall indicate stopping 
or decreasing speed by extending the left arm or 
the right arm downward. (4) A bicyclist is not 
required to give the signals continuously, if the 
hand or arm is needed to control the bicycle. 
SECTION 7. It is unlawful to harass, taunt or 
maliciously throw an object at or in the direction of 
any person riding a bicycle. A person convicted of 
a violation of this section shall be fined One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense, 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second 
offense, and a fine of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) and imprisonment in 
the county jail for seven (7) days for the third and 
subsequent offenses. 
SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after July 1, 2010. 

Fold along this line

If you are involved in a collision involving 
a motor vehicle:  

• Wait for the police to respond 
• File an official report!  
• Do not negotiate with the driver 
• Obtain the name & contact info of the 

driver & any witnesses  
• Seek medical attention if needed an keep 

records of any treatment 
• Take photos of the scene as soon as 

possible (from different angles) 
• Take additional photos of damages to 

bicycle and physical injuries  

 If you have been in a collision or have 
witnessed an incident, please visit: 

www.changelanestopass.com  
where you can fill out an incident report   
and get connected to safety resources. 
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